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Annual  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  Year  ended  3Ist  December,  1909. 


To  the  Rural  District  Coimcil  of  Norham  and  Islandshires. 

Mk.  chairman  and  GENFLEMEN, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  laying  before  you  my  Annual  Report,  being  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1909.  The  Returns  I  have  received  from  the  Registiars  of  Hirths  and  Deaths  show  that 
146  Births  were  registered,  being  5  less  than  the  number  registered  in  1908,  and  equal  to  a  rate  of  24.11  per  1000 
of  the  poptilation  (6054). 

In  the  same  period  the  Deaths  registered  of  all  ages  from  all  catises  numbered  81,  as  compared  with  95  last 
year,  being  a  decrease  of  14.  The  Death-rate  for  1908  was  15.69,  and  for  1909,  13.54,  being  a  decrease  of  2.15 
per  1000  of  the  poptilation.  'I'liere  were  2  deaths  as  the  results  of  accidents,  and  i  suicide  during  the  year. 

I  have  prepared  the  information  required  to  be  inserted  in  the  Six  Official  Tables  of  Statistics  supplied  by 
the  Local  (Government  Board.  The  Table  with  reference  to  Infantile  Mortality  shows  1 1  deaths  during  the  year 
of  Children  under  one  year. 

'The  Tables  show  that  I  have  received  during  the  year  36  notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases— 10  more  than 


last  year.  The  cases  notified  were  of  the  following  description  : — 

Diphtheria,  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Erysipelas,  ...  ...  ...  ..  3 

Scarlet  Fever,  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Enteric  Fever,  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 


Four  cases  of  Diphtheria  ])roved  fatal.  During  the  year  there  have  been  epidemics  of  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever, 
Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  and  Mum[)s,  which  occasioned  the  closing  of  the  Schools  at  Duddo,  Cornhill,  and 
Holy  Island  for  certain  periods.  During  the  prevalence  of  Mumps,  the  Ins])ector  disinfected  five  Schools  within 
the  District. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  pumps  in  the  various  Villages  in  the  District  are  in  good  working  order'.  Samples  of  water  were  sub¬ 
mitted  for  analysis  obtained  from  Nor'harn  and  Horncliffe  public  su])plies.  'Fhe  Reports  of  the  Analysts  were 
satisfactory.  Three  samples  of  water  from  the  Castle  Heaton  and  New  Heaton  supplies  were  also  submitted  for 
analysis,  and  the  Reports  thereon  were  rrnsatisfactory.  This  matter  is,  however,  at  present  before  the  Council. 
The  Water  Mairis  in  Norham  Village  have  been  renewed  in  jrlaces. 

SEWERAGE. 

Visits  have  been  paid  periodically  by  the  Inspector  and  myself  to  the  various  places  in  the  District.  The 
sewerage  of  the  Village  of  Norham  is  still  in  an  rrnsatisfactory  state.  'I'his  matter,  however',  is  receiving  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  Council,  who  have  decided  to  apply  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for  powers  to  borrow  ;£,8oo  for 
a  ])roposed  [Drainage  System.  Arr'angements  have  been  made  for  a  Public  'Tip  for  the  refuse  at  Norham,  which 
meets  a  longfelt  warrt  there.  The  drainage  at  Bridgemill  Farm  Cottages  and  I’iggeries  has  been  renewed. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Plans  for  the  erection,  alteration,  and  improvenrent  of  Buildings  have  been  approved  of  by  the  Council,  viz.: — 

Horrrcliffe  School. 

New  Horrse  at  Norham  for  Mr.  Joseph  Grey. 

Nurse’s  Room  at  Twizel. 

Wash-hoirse  at  Norham. 

New  Cottitge  at  Loanend. 

Yard  Ford  Fishery  Shield  was  closed  by  order  of  the  Council  as  unfit  for  htrman  habitation,  and  plans  have 
been  approved  of  for  rebuilding  this  Shield. 
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Tlie  Registered  Dairies  in  the  District  have  been  periodically  visited  during  the  year,  and  found  in  good 
order,  and  no  complaints  were  made  to  the  Council.  John  Davidson,  East  Ord,  has  been  registered  as  a  Cow- 
keeper.  .“K  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  at  Ord  Moor  Dairy,  and  precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
the  disease. 


The  Factories  (numbering  4)  and  the  Workshops  (numbering  14) 
satisfactory. 


have  been  regularly  inspected  and  found 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  servant. 


Nor  HAM,  2nd  February,  1910. 


JOHN  PAXTON, 

Aledical  Officer  of  Heallh. 


EXTRACT  from  Table  of  Deaths  accompanying  this  Report. 


POPULATION  OF  DISTRICT,  ...  ...  ...  ...  6054 


General  Death-rate  per  1000  of  the  Population,  13-54. 

AGES  OF  PERSONS  DYING— 

Under  i  year,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

I  year  and  under  5  years,  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

5  years  and  under  15  years,  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

15  years  and  under  25  years,  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

25  years  and  under  65  years,  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

65  years  and  upwards,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

-  81 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH— 

Whooping  Cough,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Diphtheria,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Enteritis,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Phthisis,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ii 

Bronchitis,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pneumonia,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Premature  Birth,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Heart  Diseases,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Convulsions,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

.Accidents,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Suicide,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

All  other  causes,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

-  81 


\ 


